
March 17, 1992 

The Honorable Dan Morales 
Attorney General 
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin, Texas 78711-2548 

Dear General Morales: 

On behalf of Representative Rodriguez, I would like to re- 
guest an Attorney General's opinion concerning actions taken 
by the Alamo Community College district board. I have en- 
closed for your reference a summary of the issues and se- 
veral clippings. If anything further is needed please 
contact either Representative Rodriguez or myself. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Gary-L. Watkins 



mar : 

The purpom of thim oorreuponaenoe eeeks an Attorney General 
Opinion aoncsrning a mattar of groat concwn. P1aa11e consider the 
following. 

Raaently, the Ala#a Community College District (hereinafter 
"ACCD") through itr board aeoiaea not to renew the eahool’e 
Chancellor, Mr. Ivory Nelronre aonttact for the follouing year. 
Notuithrtandlng thie deoieion including critiafss from faculty, 
adninetratorr, and rtudmta, thm Chanoollor received d celery 
increase of SlO,OOO, 

“Thsrwifter, on February 13, 1992, all~oerdmaabera, inClUeIng 
Choirmen of the boetd 00ug Harlan, entered into Closed’ door 
E%Wutiv@ rarrion to a*libwat* on the appointment of an xntmrir 
Chenoellor at 0 rmgulrr Bomrd meeting. After the txeautiva 
eweian, the Board teuonvwmd ma a00hrea Chairwn H8rlan fntuir 
Chanoellor for l ightoom (I#) nontha. Nemboru of the public l oeking 
to tastify rgmtnst the plaament of Chairwn Hmrlnn h8 cnanoeuor 
were proeludod ttoa pr~anting their ooncerna. 

Ae Intorim Chancellor, Chairnan Harlan will reorivo the now 
salary ($117,300). Aftar a nmw Chancellor Is hired, Chairman 
Harlan ir expected to move into a Pm88 Relation position. Pl*rrr 
reaOgnite the Prma Rolatlon position la currently filled.. In 
conformance with thie nort racont aaelgnment, Chairmen Werlan was 
expected to resign froa Theo eotrd Uaroh 1, 1992. He becomae 
Interim Chrncsllor narch lfi, 1992. 
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ISSUES 
Assuming the board facts occurred, I request an 

Attorney General Opinion specific to the following: 

(1) Whether the closed door Executive session at a 
regular meeting violated the prohibition on 
governmental bodies from holding meetings closed 
to the public? a, e.o., Texas Civ. Prac. Sec. 
6252-17 (Vernon 1991). 

(a) 

(b) 

(0) 

Whether the Board provided proper notice to 
the public before the meeting as required by 
Art. 6252-171 
Whether a Board member can resign from the 
Board and within the same session become 
interim Chancellor? 
Whether a board member and/or chairperson. 
ruigning in axchange for the Interim 
Chancellor position violates the Texas Non- 
Proiit Act or any other statute?, i. 

. (2) Whether 8 conilict of interest occurred? 
(a) Methu a Board breaches- its iiduciary duty 

to act within the but judgmmt 02 its school 
dimtrict in ontuing into a closed 8USiOn at 
a regular meeting? 

(3) Whether the actions are legally voidable? 

Given the seriousneu 02 the above, I would appreciate 
your prompt attention to the above reque8t. 


